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•  Archaeological evidence
•  Evidence in written sources
•  Folklore evidence

What is this?



•
 

Latvia place-names traditionally regarded 
as identifying ancient cult sites are those 
including the words:

•
 

‘holy’
 

(svēts)
•

 
‘offering’

 
(upuris)

•
 

‘church’
 

(baznīca)
•

 
‘devil’

 
(velns)

•
 

‘sun’
 

(saule)
•

 
‘god’

 
(dievs)

•
 

‘idol’
 

(elks)
•

 
‘health’

 
(veselība)

•
 

‘thunder’
 

(pērkons)
•

 
deity Jānis

•
 

deity Māra
•

 
deity Laima



•
 

Geomorphological objects 
•

 
Waters

•
 

Trees and groves 
•

 
Stones and stone settings







Geomorphological objects

•
 

Hills (clifs) 
•

 
Ravines (walleys)

•
 

Meadows (fields)
•

 
Islands (peninsulas)

•
 

Caves 
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5
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7
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1-Dunalkas Elka kalns; 2-Durbes Elku kalns; 3-Gaviezes Elka 
kalns; 4-Gramzdas Saulītēnu Pilspurvs; 5-Aizvīķu Pilskalns; 6- 
Kazdangas Roņu Baznīcas kalns; 7-Asītes Elkas kalns; 8- 
Vecpils Dižlāņu Elkas kalns; 9-Vērgales Elka kalns.







Svētciema 
Lībiešu 

Upuralas
 1839.g.









Waters

•
 

Lake (pound)
•

 
River (creak, rapid)

•
 

Bog  
•

 
Spring







Svente, Svētā
 

upe, 
Sventa



Svētupīte, Svēte









Trees
 

and
 

groves











Stones  and  stone  settings
•

 
Natural

 
boulders

•
 

Foot
 

mark
 

stones
•

 
Stones

 
with

 
holes



Matkules Zāģeru
Velna akmens



Kokneses Pastamuižas
 

Velna 
akmens









Aizkraukles Meļķitāru
 

Muldas akmens



Aizkraukles Meļķitāru
 

Muldas akmen









Thank
 

you.....
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