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* Archaeological evidence
e Evidence in written sources
 Folklore evidence
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What is this?




Latvia place-names traditionally regarded
as identifying ancient cult sites are those
including the words:

‘holy’ (svéts)

‘offering’ (upuris)

‘church’ (baznica)

‘devil’ (velns)

'sun’ (saule)

‘god’ (dievs)

‘idol’ (elks)

‘health’ (veseliba)

‘thunder’ (pérkons)

deity Janis

deity Mara

deity Laima



Geomorphological objects
Waters

Trees and groves

Stones and stone settings
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Geomorphological objects

Hills (clifs)

Ravines (walleys)
Meadows (fields)
Islands (peninsulas)
Caves
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Der Alkhiig




1-Dunalkas Elka kalns; 2-Durbes Elku kalns; 3-Gaviezes Elka
kalns; 4-Gramzdas Sauliténu Pilspurvs; 5-Aizviku Pilskalns; 6-
Kazdangas Ronu Baznicas kalns; 7-Asites Elkas kalns; 8-
Vecpils Dizlanu Elkas kalns; 9-Vérgales Elka kalns.
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Svetciema
LibieSsu
Upuralas
1839.9.

Figure 1: The Livs’ Offering Cave (after Kruse 1842)









0 raje. Salacas CeDe

Libie&u Upurklas,Té&rbatas biskapijas Ditriha III lamerova (1379.=-
LibieSu Upuralas ,Livonijas Tallinas 15.gs.l.puses Fenipd,Pleskawi l4oo.) artigs,RTi
Fjodora Ivanovida (1584.-1598,) deypga LimbaZu rej. Salacas c.p.

s Biliya ar Karla XI monogramn viltojums

LimbaZn raj. Salacas Cepe



Waters

Lake (pound)
River (creak, rapid)
Bog

Spring
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Svetupite, Svete
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The situation of the Svétupe and Svétupite,
tributaries of the lecava. 1 — possible boundary of Semigallia.
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Trees and groves
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Stones and stone settings

 Natural boulders
* Foot mark stones
 Stones with holes
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