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Development of water tourism as nature and active tourism component 
in Latvia and Estonia  / Riverways (No. 43385)
PROJECT KICK-OFF MEETING

Sigulda, April 17, 2013

Hotel ”Sigulda”, 6 Pils Street, Sigulda, Latvia
We are pleased to announce Estonia – Latvia cross border cooperation programme 2007 – 2013 project Development of water tourism as nature and active tourism component in Latvia and Estonia / Riverways Kick-off meeting in April 17, in Sigulda, at 10.30. 
Project is aimed to improve conditions for sustainable water tourism development and to increase competitiveness of water tourism in the project area – Kurzeme, Vidzeme and Riga regions in Latvia and South Estonia and Lääne county in Estonia. 
Project will cover activities in water tourism marketing and promotion, experience exchange among entrepreneurs and new product development and will improve tourism friendly infrastructure along rivers - vitalizing rivers and seacoast suitable for boating by cleaning the riverbeds and riverbanks and installation of boating stops, resting areas and piers;
Project kick-off meeting is aimed to introduce project content, establish cooperation networks between water tourism related stakeholders – tourism entrepreneurs, municipalities, regional tourism associations and national level tourism bodies.  

Please, register for the Kick-off meeting until April 15, 2013 here: http://www.kurzemesregions.lv/seminars
In cases of questions, please, contact project manager Aiga Petkēvica, phone + 371 29483674, aiga.petkevica@kurzemesregions.lv
Sincerely yours, 

Aiga Petkēvica

Project Riverways manager
Kurzeme planning region
Looking forward to meet you in Sigulda!


	10.00 – 10.30
	Registration of participants, morning coffee

	PROJECT KICK-OFF MEETING

	10.30

(5 min.)
	Opening of Kick-off meeting

· Kristiāns Godiņš, Head of Kurzeme planning region administration, Lead partner of Project

· Representative of Sigulda municipality

	10.35 – 10.55
20 min
	Project „Riverways” objectives, challenges and  expected results.

Aiga Petkēvica, Kurzeme planning region administration, project manager

	10.55 – 11.10
15 min
	Project activities in the South – Estonia

Elo Mets, Valga County Development Agency, Project coordinator in Estonia

	11.10 – 11.25

15 min
	Project activities in Lääne county (West Estonia)

Andres Huul, Lääne County Development Centre, Manager

	11.25 – 11.40
15 min
	Project activities in the Riga region

Challenges of the water tourism development in Riga region – central part of Latvia by the Gulf of Riga 

Liesma Grīnberga, Riga Planning region, Project coordinator

	11.40-11.55
15 min
	Project activities in the Vidzeme region

Cooperation – opportunity for water tourism development in Vidzeme region

Ineta Puriņa, Vidzeme Planning region, Project coordinator

	11.55-12.05
10min
	Project activities in the Kurzeme region

New water tourism products in Kurzeme – basis for diverse water and active tourism opportunities in Kurzeme 
Aiga Petkēvica, Kurzeme planning region, Project manager

	12:05-12:45
	Coffee break and networking

	12.45 – 13.10
(25 min)
	Role of Latvian tourism development agency in promotion of active and nature tourism 

Armands Slokenbergs, Latvian tourism development agency 

	13.10 – 13.35
(25 min)


	Active and nature tourism trends in Estonia

Imbi Rüütel, Theme Manager (Nature Holiday), Estonian Tourist Board/ Enterprise Estonia

	13.35 – 13.55 
(20 min.)
	Water tourism from the perspective of entrepreneurs 
Rolands Melbārdis, Active tourism centre  “Eži”

	13.55– 14.15
(20 min.)
	Water tourism from the perspective of entrepreneurs  
Levo Tohva, Adventurer, blogger, lecturer, entrepreneur and developer

	14.15
	Closing, refreshments

	* Meeting working language - English
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